Community Rebuilds Student Program
1.  Welcome

Welcome to the Community Rebuilds internship program. We are excited that you are exploring Community Rebuilds Internship opportunities.  The following information outlines the basics of the Community Rebuilds Internship program.  If you have further questions after reviewing this information, please contact us.  A Community Rebuilds representative will be thrilled to visit with you!
Why should you include an internship with us as one of your academic experiences? 
   • Obtaining that first job is much easier with a career-related work experience. 

   • Internships, or a career-related work experience, are required in some academic programs. 

   • Internships also allow you to: 

1. Learn through hands on application or observation of concepts. 

2. Explore your interests and abilities in the field of natural building. 

3. Build a solid resume. 

4. Make valuable contacts with professionals in the natural building field. 

5. Earn academic credit from an accredited university (not required).
2.  Overview of Expectations, Qualifications, and Requirements
Enrollment in the Community Rebuilds internship program is competitive. Prospective students must review and accept the following guidelines as part of the application process:  
(NOTE: If you are extremely interested in becoming a student and you do not meet all qualifications, we still encourage you to apply.)
    • Students will be 18-24 years old
The program is designed to target interns in this age range, however, applicants older than 24  years old will still be considered.  Applicants cannot be under 18 years of age.
   • Students are required to commit to 4½ months in Moab, UT (length of each semester)
The Spring Internship is from January 15-May 31 and the Fall Internship is from August 1-December 15.  During this time Community Rebuilds Students will be working with experienced builders to build a home from start to finish.  In addition, they will be participating in natural building curriculum that may include special workshops, suggested readings and research.  Vacations and travel during this time may be difficult because of the amount of work students and builders need to accomplish.  Any known conflicts that will take applicants away from work for several days should be noted in the application.
• Students will be required to work a 40 hour work week.  
The schedule will be set by the Construction Site Supervisors and Community Rebuilds Staff.   Construction schedules will vary and students will be expected to be flexible.  If there are schedule conflicts, students will need to communicate those conflicts and any concerns to Staff and Supervisors.  Time off will need to be approved ahead of time.  
   • Students must reside in Community Rebuilds Housing (free of rent)

Housing will be provided for the Students.  All Students will be living together in a communal environment and sharing the household responsibilities with others.  There will be tasks that they are required by Community Rebuilds.  These tasks are discussed in the following guidelines. More housing details will be provided through future communication.
   • Students are encouraged to have their own transportation (car, bike, etc.) in Moab

While a car is not required having either a car or bike will make getting around Moab, getting to the worksite, and running errands more convenient.  Also, on your time off, we strongly encourage you to explore the Moab area. Hiking, Mountain Biking, Climbing and other outdoor sports are very popular in and around Moab.  Students will be encouraged to carpool, but ultimately each student is responsible for getting to the worksite on time and not having transportation to get there will not be an acceptable excuse for any absence.  
   • Costs of food will be the students’ responsibility.  
However, Community Rebuilds has partnerships with several organizations in Moab that offer free food or food in exchange for volunteering.  

Students will find that Moab is a very interconnected community where people and organizations work together and support each other on projects and goals. Community Rebuilds Staff and Volunteers will make every effort possible to connect students with available resources that may be helpful to the students.  Community Rebuilds Staff and Board greatly value the student component of our program and are committed to ensuring the students feel supported during their experience.  

. 
   • College affiliation is not required to become a Community Rebuilds student

Community Rebuilds students will come from all walks of life and do not need to be enrolled or be a graduate from any college in order to participate.  Further, Community Rebuilds students do not have to have a background in building, architecture, design, or any construction related field.  The internship experience is for anyone dedicated to the mission of Community Rebuilds and interested in spending 4 ½ months building a home and learning every step of the way.  
• Students enrolled in a college or university program may be eligible to receive college credit for a Community Rebuilds Internship

Community Rebuilds wants to work with students enrolled in college degree programs to help them receive credit for the internship with us.  It is the student’s responsibility to communicate with Community Rebuilds what is required from their college in order for them to receive credit.  All college fees associated with the student receiving credit are the student’s responsibility.  Please let a Community Rebuilds representative know during your application process if you would like to receive credit for this internship.   

   • Students will receive a certificate of completion at the end of the semester
• Building experience is not required, however students must be able to lift # pounds, work outdoors in variable weather, maintain a good attitude, and be willing to get dirty!
While no experience is required, all students will be an integral part of completing the house on time and in an affordable way.  We need a commitment from every student to be an active part of the building process.  Students will work hard and get dirty, but also have fun! Because of the nature of building, students need to be able to:
· lift heavy materials and tools 

· work outdoors in variable weather conditions—including the Moab Desert heat.

· stand, squat, carry materials and walk or otherwise navigate around the construction site

· perform all duties associated with building a house
· work as a team
· maintain a positive work attitude
· provide leadership to other volunteers
· follow instructions of Site Supervisors and other staff

3.  Community Rebuilds Curriculum
The Curriculum for Community Rebuilds students will include three components:
1. On-site home construction
2. Classroom Instruction

3. Suggested readings
1.  On-site home construction 

Construction will be supervised by a General Contractor, Site Foreman, Sub-Contractors and Skilled Laborers.  Skilled Laborers include experts in the Natural Building field.  Community Rebuilds students will be learning from and working with these supervisors on a daily basis.  

There will also be volunteers working on the site.  The volunteers will have various levels of experience and knowledge.  Community Rebuilds students may be asked to lead groups of volunteers in certain building projects, thus allowing the students to teach others what they have learned.  

2. Classroom Instruction

Students will spend some time in a classroom setting learning the basics of Natural Building and gaining a foundational knowledge of tasks that will be completed on the construction site.  It will also give the students an intentional setting in which to ask questions, participate in conversation and think more about the theories behind natural building.  

Classroom instruction will be led by Community Rebuilds staff and volunteers with building expertise.    
3. Suggested readings
 
Suggested readings will, in most cases, be completely optional and up to the student to decide how much and on what topics they want to learn more about.  Community Rebuilds Staff and Volunteers will provide a list of suggested reading materials to the students.  Some of the books and articles will be available for the students to borrow and others will be found in the Grand County Public Library.  Delving into topics further will provide the students with a deeper understanding of Natural Building techniques and theories and give them a well rounded experience.
